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Agenda

The Agenda was published as:

I. Parliamentary Items 
a. Call to Order 

b. Modifications to and Adoption of Agenda (Additions/Deletions to Agenda) 

II Public Communications - Non-Agenda Public Comment (2 min each) 

III Action Items 
a. Project Notification – Discussion of the current city requirements for giving notice on a project, and recommendation of changes to KTPG Board. 

IV Information Items 
None 

V Agenda for the next subcommittee meeting 
VI Adjournment
The agenda was modified at the start of the meeting.

Parliamentary Items

John M. Garrison called the meeting to order at 7:37pm.
Attendance
Committee Members: John M. Garrison, Frank Doft, Bob Coffin, Gail Greer, Jeanie Camp,  Pam Hubbell 

Present:

John M. Garrison, Frank Doft, Bob Coffin, Gail Greer, Jeanie Camp,  Pam Hubbell 

Absent:

None

Also in attendance: 
Ralph Reibli
Modifications to and adoption of Agenda

· Pam Hubbell made a motion to approve agenda with the addition of an action item pertaining to printing signs for the upcoming KTPG election, and with a modification to include approval of prior minutes.
· Jeanie Camp seconded the motion.
· The motion was approved unanimously.
Approval of past meeting minutes

· Frank Doft made a motion to approve the October, 2009 minutes.
· Jeanie Camp seconded the motion.
· The motion was approved unanimously.
Action Items

Printing signs to publicize KTPG elections
· Frank Doft made a motion to request KTPG spend $40 to print “Election Tonight” signs.  These will be used on the KTPG A-frames to promote the KTPG Elections.
· Pam Hubbell seconded the motion.
· The motion passed unanimously.
Project Notification

For several months, the subcommittee has been considering a proposed change to the 300 foot notice requirement for certain types of projects.  A draft had been created and circulated in October, and discussion began around that draft.

The subcommittee discussed the importance of community members being informed about projects occurring in their community.   The bigger the project, the more people the project will impact.  Large projects carry a need to inform more people.

Gail Greer said, “The Mid Cities Plan calls for a ‘City of Villages’.  If we are a City of Villages, treat us as a City of Villages.  Let the Village be informed about a change that affects the village.
· A motion was made by Bob Coffin to
· Request that the City of San Diego make a change in the San Diego municipal code to adopt the language created by the subcommittee (attached here as Exhibit A – Part 2)

· Instruct  the KTPG send this proposal to appropriate persons in the City of San Diego, including the mayor.  
· Authorize John Garrison, Jeanie Camp, and Pam Hubble to draft a preamble explaining the proposed change (attached here as Exhibit A – Part 1).
· Frank Doft seconded the motion.
· The motion passed unanimously.
Agenda for the next subcommittee meeting 

Action item on how to get out materials ahead of time
Public Communication

Ralph Reibli –publication of materials

Ralph Reibli mentioned that it can be difficult for members of the public to understand issues being discussed by the planning group.  He pointed out that sufficient quantities of handouts are often not available to the audience.  He also pointed out that the published agenda usually does not include much about the substance of what is being discussed.  An action item typically only has a very brief description, with no supporting documents such as drawings or pictures or reference material.

There was discussion about striving to have more hand-outs, but a concern was raised over the cost of printing these.  Also, if the issue is complex, it may be difficult to digest if seen for the first time during a meeting.  

There was discussion about trying to post more of these materials to the website, and to get them posted sooner.  It was pointed out that procedures differ between the subcommittees.  Some are taking formal minutes and providing those to be posted on the website, others are not.

There was discussion about a possible motion requesting KTPG take action requiring subcommittees to produce minutes, and to forward supporting detail when putting an item on the KTPG agenda.

Since this was not listed as an action item, considering it would require a unanimous vote to amend the agenda.  Pam Hubbell said she thinks this is generally a good idea to pursue, but she did not think it would be wise to act too quickly by taking action that night.

A vote was taken on amending the agenda.  

For: 

John M. Garrison, Frank Doft, Bob Coffin, Gail Greer, Jeanie Camp

Against:

Pam Hubbell 

Absent:

None

Since the vote was not unanimous, the motion to amend the agenda failed.

Agenda for next meeting

· Improved communications with the community including, but not limited to: website updates, requiring subcommittees to keep and post minutes, availability of supporting information to the community, early dissemination of materials to the KTPG members.
· KTPG election publicity
Adjournment
Frank Doft moved to adjourn.
Pam Hubbell seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.
Appendix A – KTPG supports increased notification requirements concerning specified local projects and requests that the City of San Diego modify the notice requirement in the Municipal Code

Part 1 - The KTPG supports improving the effectiveness of public notices

The Mid-Cities Community Plan includes the concept of a City of Villages.  That concept depends upon the community being well-informed of changes to their community, and upon the community members having a say in those changes.

The KTPG believes that the City of San Diego and all its agencies should strive for openness and communication with community members.  

The State of California recognizes that residents, property owners, and business owners are entitled to be notified about public or private projects that may have an impact on their daily lives, property values, and livelihood.  This includes reaching out directly to community members in certain circumstances.   California requires mailed notices to be sent to all addresses within “…300 feet of the real property that is the subject…” of a hearing.  

For projects of a certain scale, notifying community members within a 300 foot radius is an appropriate distance.  However, some development projects have more impact than others.  Some occupy an entire city block, or even more than one city block.  There is no set size for a city block.  Common sizes in San Diego range from perhaps 250 feet wide to perhaps 750 feet long.  Therefore, a 300 foot notice requirement may not even be notifying all properties within one block in each direction.

Large projects have a bigger impact on the character of the community, as well on the traffic flow and parking.  These impacts often affect the community for considerably more than one block away from the project.  As such, projects such as this should be required to provide more notice to the community.

The 300 foot Notice Requirement is the minimum requirement set by the State of California.  The State does not prohibit individual municipalities from setting stricter requirements and providing more notice to the community.  In fact, other cities in California have chosen to require notice to a larger portion of the community. Additionally, these cities also include clauses that allow an even greater radius of notification be required when it is determined to be necessary or desirable.

San Diego, as America’s Finest City, should heed the example of communities such as Pasadena, California, who have chosen to go beyond the minimum required by the State of California.  KTPG requests the City of San Diego adopt stronger practices for notifying the community.  A specific suggestion is proposed in Part 2 below.

Currently, When the Land Development Code requires a Notice of Application, Notice of Future Decision, Notice of Public Hearing, or other mailed notice, the notice distance is the same (300 feet from the boundary of the development) regardless of the scope or size of the project.

KTPG requests the City of San Diego modify the Notice by Mail requirement to distinguish between two classes of projects.  Some projects would continue to have a 300 foot notice requirement, while larger projects would have a 1,000 foot notice requirement.  The law would be changed to read as follows (The text in bold shows changes from existing law.):
 Part 2 – Proposed Notice by Mail Requirement
§112.0302 Notice by Mail
(a) General Provisions. When the Land Development Code requires a Notice of

Application, Notice of Future Decision, Notice of Public Hearing, or other

mailed notice, the notice shall be postage prepaid and addressed to the persons

identified in Section 112.0302(b). Notice by mail shall be considered

complete at the time of deposit in the United States Mail.

(b) Persons Entitled to Notice. Except as provided in Section 112.0302(c), the

Notice of Application, Notice of Future Decision, and Notice of Public

Hearing shall be mailed to the following:

(1) The applicant;

(2) Nearby addresses;

(A) All addresses located within 300 feet of the boundary of the real

property that is the subject of the application, including each address

within a condominium or apartment complex;

(B) If one or more of the following apply then the notice requirement will be expanded to include all addresses located within 1,000 feet of the boundary of the real property that is the subject of the application, including each address

within a condominium or apartment complex 
(i) if the proposed development would increase the cumulative size of existing structures by more than 50% 

(ii) if the proposed development would increase the cumulative size of existing structures by more than 5,000 square feet

(iii) if the proposed development would increase the projected Average Daily Trips on any adjacent street or at any adjacent intersection by more than 10%.    (within 1000 feet)
(3) Owners of Nearby Properties

(A) The owners of any real property, as shown on the latest equalized

property tax assessment roll of the San Diego County Assessor,

located within 300 feet of the boundary of the property that is the

subject of the application;

(B) If one or more of the following apply then the notice requirement will be expanded to include the owners of any real property, as shown on the latest equalized

property tax assessment roll of the San Diego County Assessor,

located within 1,000 feet of the boundary of the property that is the

subject of the application 
(i) if the proposed development would increase the cumulative size of existing structures by more than 50% 

(ii) if the proposed development would increase the cumulative size of existing structures by more than 5,000 square feet

(iii) if the proposed development would increase the projected Average Daily Trips on any adjacent street or at any adjacent intersection by more than 10%.

 (4) The officially recognized community planning group, if any, that

represents the area in which the proposed development is located; and

(5) Any person who has submitted a written request for notification of the

proposed development to the City staff person named in the Notice of

Future Decision.

(c) Alternative to Mailed Notice. If the number of tenants and owners to whom

notice would be mailed in accordance with Section 112.0302(b) is greater

than 1,000, notice may be given by placing a display advertisement of at least

one-eighth page in a newspaper of general daily circulation within the City in

lieu of mailing, unless the noticing is required for a Coastal Development

Permit.

 (d) Notice Address

(1) A notice to the applicant shall be mailed to the address shown on the

application or as indicated on a written change of address form filed

by the applicant with the City.

(2) A notice to each owner of real property located within 300 feet of the

property that is the subject of the application shall be mailed to the

record owner.

(3) A notice mailed to a tenant address shall be addressed “Tenant”.

Exhibit B – Existing San Diego Municipal Code

§112.0302 Notice by Mail

(a) General Provisions. When the Land Development Code requires a Notice of

Application, Notice of Future Decision, Notice of Public Hearing, or other

mailed notice, the notice shall be postage prepaid and addressed to the persons

identified in Section 112.0302(b). Notice by mail shall be considered

complete at the time of deposit in the United States Mail.

(b) Persons Entitled to Notice. Except as provided in Section 112.0302(c), the

Notice of Application, Notice of Future Decision, and Notice of Public

Hearing shall be mailed to the following:

(1) The applicant;

(2) All addresses located within 300 feet of the boundary of the real

property that is the subject of the application, including each address

within a condominium or apartment complex;

(3) The owners of any real property, as shown on the latest equalized

property tax assessment roll of the San Diego County Assessor,

located within 300 feet of the boundary of the property that is the

subject of the application;

(4) The officially recognized community planning group, if any, that

represents the area in which the proposed development is located; and

(5) Any person who has submitted a written request for notification of the

proposed development to the City staff person named in the Notice of

Future Decision.

(c) Alternative to Mailed Notice. If the number of tenants and owners to whom

notice would be mailed in accordance with Section 112.0302(b) is greater

than 1,000, notice may be given by placing a display advertisement of at least

one-eighth page in a newspaper of general daily circulation within the City in

lieu of mailing, unless the noticing is required for a Coastal Development

Permit.

Ch. Art. Div.

11 2 3 6

San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 11: Land Development Procedures

(11-2005)

(d) Notice Address

(1) A notice to the applicant shall be mailed to the address shown on the

application or as indicated on a written change of address form filed

by the applicant with the City.

(2) A notice to each owner of real property located within 300 feet of the

property that is the subject of the application shall be mailed to the

record owner.

(3) A notice mailed to a tenant address shall be addressed “Tenant”.

(Added 12-9-1997 by O-18451 N.S.; amended 10-18-1999 by O-18691 N.S.; effective

1-1-2000.)
Exhibit C - Existing California State Law

GOVERNMENT CODE 
SECTION 65090-65096 
65090.  (a) When a provision of this title requires notice of a

public hearing to be given pursuant to this section, notice shall be

published pursuant to Section 6061 in at least one newspaper of

general circulation within the jurisdiction of the local agency which

is conducting the proceeding at least 10 days prior to the hearing,

or if there is no such newspaper of general circulation, the notice

shall be posted at least 10 days prior to the hearing in at least

three public places within the jurisdiction of the local agency.

   (b) The notice shall include the information specified in Section

65094.

   (c) In addition to the notice required by this section, a local

agency may give notice of the hearing in any other manner it deems

necessary or desirable.

   (d) Whenever a local agency considers the adoption or amendment of

policies or ordinances affecting drive-through facilities, the local

agency shall incorporate, where necessary, notice procedures to the

blind, aged, and disabled communities in order to facilitate their

participation.  The Legislature finds that access restrictions to

commercial establishments affecting the blind, aged, or disabled is a

critical statewide problem; therefore, this subdivision shall be

applicable to charter cities.

65091.  (a) When a provision of this title requires notice of a

public hearing to be given pursuant to this section, notice shall be

given in all of the following ways:

   (1) Notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered at least 10

days prior to the hearing to the owner of the subject real property

or the owner's duly authorized agent, and to the project applicant.

   (2) Notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered at least 10

days prior to the hearing to each local agency expected to provide

water, sewage, streets, roads, schools, or other essential facilities

or services to the project, whose ability to provide those

facilities and services may be significantly affected.

   (3) Notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered at least 10

days prior to the hearing to all owners of real property as shown on

the latest equalized assessment roll within 300 feet of the real

property that is the subject of the hearing.  In lieu of utilizing

the assessment roll, the local agency may utilize records of the

county assessor or tax collector which contain more recent

information than the assessment roll.  If the number of owners to

whom notice would be mailed or delivered pursuant to this paragraph

or paragraph (1) is greater than 1,000, a local agency, in lieu of

mailed or delivered notice, may provide notice by placing a display

advertisement of at least one-eighth page in at least one newspaper

of general circulation within the local agency in which the

proceeding is conducted at least 10 days prior to the hearing.

   (4) If the notice is mailed or delivered pursuant to paragraph

(3), the notice shall also either be:

   (A) Published pursuant to Section 6061 in at least one newspaper

of general circulation within the local agency which is conducting

the proceeding at least 10 days prior to the hearing.

   (B) Posted at least 10 days prior to the hearing in at least three

public places within the boundaries of the local agency, including

one public place in the area directly affected by the proceeding.

   (b) The notice shall include the information specified in Section

65094.

   (c) In addition to the notice required by this section, a local

agency may give notice of the hearing in any other manner it deems

necessary or desirable.

   (d) Whenever a hearing is held regarding a permit for a

drive-through facility, or modification of an existing drive-through

facility permit, the local agency shall incorporate, where necessary,

notice procedures to the blind, aged, and disabled communities in

order to facilitate their participation in any hearing on, or appeal

of the denial of, a drive-through facility permit.  The Legislature

finds that access restrictions to commercial establishments affecting

the blind, aged, or disabled, is a critical statewide problem;

therefore, this subdivision shall be applicable to charter cities.

65092.  (a) When a provision of this title requires notice of a

public hearing to be given pursuant to Section 65090 or 65091, the

notice shall also be mailed or delivered at least 10 days prior to

the hearing to any person who has filed a written request for notice

with either the clerk of the governing body or with any other person

designated by the governing body to receive these requests.  The

local agency may charge a fee which is reasonably related to the

costs of providing this service and the local agency may require each

request to be annually renewed.

   (b) As used in this chapter, "person" includes a California Native

American tribe that is on the contact list maintained by the Native

American Heritage Commission.

65093.  The failure of any person or entity to receive notice given

pursuant to this title, or pursuant to the procedures established by

a chartered city, shall not constitute grounds for any court to

invalidate the actions of a local agency for which the notice was

given.

65094.  As used in this title, "notice of a public hearing" means a

notice that includes the date, time, and place of a public hearing,

the identity of the hearing body or officer, a general explanation of

the matter to be considered, and a general description, in text or

by diagram, of the location of the real property, if any, that is the

subject of the hearing.

65095.  Any public hearing conducted under this title may be

continued from time to time.

65096.  (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever a

person applies to a city, including a charter city, county, or city

and county, for a zoning variance, special use permit, conditional

use permit, zoning ordinance amendment, general or specific plan

amendment, or any entitlement for use which would permit all or any

part of a cemetery to be used for other than cemetery purposes, the

city, county, or city and county shall give notice pursuant to

Sections 65091, 65092, 65093, and 65094.

   (b) Those requesting notice shall be notified by the local agency

at the address provided at the time of the request.

   (c) Notwithstanding Section 65092, a local agency shall not

require a request made pursuant to this section to be annually

renewed.

   (d) "Cemetery," as used in this section, has the same meaning as

that word is defined in Section 8100 of the Health and Safety Code.


